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Minutes of the General Assembly 

 
held on Wednesday 28th March 2025, Rotterdam (the Netherlands) 

 

 
1. President’s welcome and introduction to the General Assembly (GA)  

The Vice-President, Claudia Leoni-Scheiber, welcomed the members to the General 

Assembly. She joined digitally, as she was unable to travel due to injury. 

A total of 62 ACENDIO members (including 7 board members) attended. Agenda points are 

to be approved by majority votes, which are counted in digital form using the Conference app. 

Board members are eligible to vote, as they are individual members. 

The following reports were published on the ACENDIO website for members’ information: 

• Minutes of the General Assembly 2024 

• Agenda General Assembly 2025 

• Vice-President’s report 

• Secretary’s report 

• Local Committee Oslo Workshop report 

• Working group 1 E-Health report 

• Working group 2 Education report 

• Research Committee report 

2. Receive and approve two individuals from the attending membership to undertake the 

counting of votes 

Anne Geert van Driel (Netherlands) and Niels Schram (Netherlands) were suggested to 

supervise and evaluate the counting of votes via the app. Both in-person. 

3. Approve the agenda 

The agenda was adopted by the majority of those present. 

4. Receive and approve the draft of the Annual GA Minutes of April 25, 2024 

The draft of the Annual GA Minutes of April 25, 2024, was agreed by the majority of those 

present. 

5. Receive and approve reports from the Board of Directors of activities since the 

previous General Assembly (2024-2025) 

a. Vice-President’s report  

b. Secretary’s report  

c. Local Organizations Committee’s (LOC) report of the 2nd Workshop 

d. Report of the eHealth working group 1  
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e. Report of the Education working group 2 

f. Research Committee’s report 

The Vice-President’s report. Claudia Leoni-Scheiber expressed gratitude to ACENDIO's 

members for their support over the past year. She emphasized the importance of integrating 

standardized nursing languages (SNL) in line with the European Health Data Space (EHDS) 

requirements to enhance the visibility of nursing and contribute to high-quality healthcare. 

Moreover, she thanked the local organizing committee of the Oslo workshop, in particular 

Bente Christensen (LOC chair), speakers Marte Rime Bø and Prof. Howard Butcher, hosts 

Bente Lüdemann (Norwegian Nursing Organization), and Hulda Gunnlaugsdottir (Dean of 

Lovisenberg University College). She collaborated with the secretary to prepare agendas and 

minutes for board meetings and to organize and store board documents in the ACENDIO 

drop-box and website. She wrote and submitted Board messages to the members, updated 

the homepage with the Public Relations Committee, and announced a new ACENDIO grant 

with the Research Committee. In addition, she worked and collaborated on role descriptions, 

strategic plan, and organogram, the legal act (WBTR) project. She established transparent 

institutional memberships and sponsorships with the Treasurer. She participated in the 

educational working group and collaborated in the organization of the Oslo Workshop, 

Rotterdam Conference, the General Assembly, and defining the locations and data of 

upcoming events. 

The Secretary’s report. Valentina Zeffiro reported that as of December 22, 2024, the total 

number of ACENDIO members was 204, of which 186 individual members, 7 Honorary 

Members and 11 Institutional Members. Secretary functions focused on administration (e.g., 

minutes, management of documents and membership database, member contacts, 

collaboration with the website provider Overstep, management of ACENDIO tools such as 

paid membership etc.). Besides, she was a member of the educational working group and 

the research committee. She collaborated in the creation of the second workshop in 2024 and 

the 15th conference in 2025. 
 

The report of the Local Organizing Committee. The 15th ACENDIO Conference, focused 

on the theme of eHealth, Artificial Intelligence, and precision nursing, took place in 

Rotterdam, Netherlands, 27-29 March 2025, hosted by the Rotterdam University of Applied 

Sciences. The conference started with a preconference about the state-of-the-art of 

Standardized Nursing Languages in the Netherlands, organized by the host institution. 

Besides three international keynote speakers, 158 global attendees shared research through 

62 oral presentations and 41 poster presentations exploring the impact of technology on 

nursing practice. Key discussions centered on the role of AI in improving patient outcomes, 

nursing leadership in eHealth implementation and research on nursing documentation. A 

specialized workshop addressed the interoperability of Standardized Nursing Languages and 

their harmonization with SNOMED CT, particularly in the context of the European Health 

Data Space Act. We celebrated ACENDIO's 30th anniversary with a commemorative 

presentation by former president Fintan Sheerin which will be made available on our 

website. 
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The report of the eHealth working group 1. This was reported by Mikko Härkönen (MH) 

(chair). Members are Fabio D’Agostino, Bente Christensen, Kim de Groot, Renate 

Nantschew, Friso Raemaekers, Fabiana Cristina Dos Santos. During the biennium 2023-

2025, the working group continued work as stated in the aim in the previous biennium. The 

Product of this working group was to create ‘Practical Implementation Principles’ on what, 

how, and why to implement SNLs into practice. The working group developed an electronic 

survey of ACENDIO members. A summary of the survey was presented and further 

discussed at a workshop in St. Pölten in 2022, Oslo in 2024, and the Rome conference in 

2023. The working group has had online meetings, generally once a month, where the issue 

has been taken forward. Finally, the working group published an article ‘Improving the 

quality of nursing care through standardized nursing languages: Call to action across 

European countries’ in September 2024 in the International Journal of Medical Informatics 

(see below). The working group asks for the group's work to be terminated and a new 

working group to be set up to continue working towards the objective. The new working 

group's tasks could include, for example, the development of an International Nursing 

Minimum Data Set, which could improve the transfer of structured nursing data between 

different patient electronic healthcare systems and thus make nursing work (more) visible. 

Published article: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1386505624002909  

The report of the Education working group 2. Chair Helen de Graaf-Waar presents the 

report on the working group.  The group’s primary objective was to create "Practical 

Implementation Principles" for teaching Standardized Nursing Languages (SNLs) and 

eHealth. Between 2021 and 2024, the working group conducted several workshops in 

locations, starting in Falun, St. Pölten, Rome, Oslo, and Germany. These sessions gathered 

input from nursing professors, researchers, students, and practicing nurses to develop and 

refine educational factsheets. The key products resulting from this work include: 

• A workshop template for stakeholders to organize their own educational sessions. 

• Factsheets on various teaching methods, including serious gaming, concept mapping, 

problem-based learning, and escape rooms for clinical decision-making. 

The working group concluded that these materials are ready to be published on the 

ACENDIO website for member use. Consequently, the group has informed the General 

Assembly that it will be terminated to allow for new developments within the organization. 
 

The Research Committee’s report. This was reported by Karen Dunn Lopez (chair). 

Members are Valentina Zeffiro, Gianfranco Sanson, and Camilla Takao-Lopez. Research 

Committee has focused on two activities: updating and promoting the ACENDIO Grant to 

attract more applicants, as there were no applicants in the last cycle. The grant funding was 

increased to €4,500 for two years, and the deadline was moved to early summer. Suggesting 

limiting the grant to two countries to increase funding per grantee and reduce complexity. 

Considering not allowing indirect costs to be charged to the grantee’s universities. Valentina 

and Karen hosted an information session on January 16th, announced on LinkedIn.  

All reports were approved by the majority of those present, including the online participants. 

 

6. Receive and confirm two members of ACENDIO as auditors 

Manuel Schwanda (Austria) and Paul Blankers (Netherlands) were confirmed as ACENDIO 

auditors to supervise the financial state of ACENDIO. 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1386505624002909
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7. Receive and approve auditor report 

Manuel Schwanda presents the auditors’ report prepared by him and Paul Blankers. They have 

audited ACENDIO’s annual financial statements for the financial year ending December 31, 

2024. They confirm that they meet the legal requirements for independence. Their audit 

includes an analytical examination as well as a detailed examination of the documents 

available by the circumstances. Audits of ACENDIO's business processes and the internal 

control system as well as other measures to detect criminal offenses or other legal violations 

are not part of this audit. Based on their audit, no matters have come to their attention that 

cause them to presume that the annual financial statements do not comply with the law or the 

Articles of Association. 

The auditors’ report was agreed by the majority of those present. 

 

8. Receive and approve accounts and Treasurer’s report for the year 2023  

Helen de Graaf-Waar specified that our numbers are not online as it is not prudent to publish 

them. GA in Oslo 2024 approved the budget showing the anticipated income and expenses. 

Both income and expenditures are much lower than anticipated due to a different time 

schedule for conference registration. Then, she described the income and expenditure items 

in detail (e.g., membership fees/conference fees, web maintenance, secretary). Finally, we 

have positive financial balance and sufficient financial reserves. 

The treasurer’s report was agreed by the majority of those present, including the online 

participants. 

 

9. Receive and approve the budget for 2025 

Helen de Graaf-Waar showed the budget planning for 2025, which includes income and 

expenditures for the Rotterdam conference, the costs for the website, PayPal and secretarial 

services. Funds are reserved for research grant and working groups. A negative budget, but it 

appears to be realistic. 

The budget planning for 2025 was agreed by the majority of those present. 

 

10. Strategic plan 

The Board of Directors' proposal for activities in the coming year includes: renewing and 

following up on the strategic plan; establishing an Executive Committee as an advisory body 

to the Board of Directors in accordance with Article 6.3.1 of the Constitution; renewing 

ACENDIO's organizational chart; the establishment of the working group “eHealth: 

Interoperability of SNLs” to achieve the goal of an European NMDS and other objectives.  

The strategic plan was agreed by the majority of those present. 

 

11. Motion on membership fees 

To be able to separate memberships fees from event fees to create financial transparency the 

board proposes a change to the individual membership fees of the association as shown in 

the table below. Institutional membership remains unchanged. The constitution needs to be 

changed.   

This motion was approved with 41 votes in favor (4 against, 7 abstentions). 
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Rationale:  

According to Dutch law ACENDIO has a financial year from January 1 till December 31.  

The ACENDIO membership fee is currently included in event registration (conference of 

eHealth workshop) and covers membership for a biennium. In this situation it is impossible 

to distinguish income from membership fees from income from events registration. This 

concerns especially individual membership (normal or student), institutional membership 

fees are separate from event registrations. Besides, this situation shows fluctuating 

representation of members across Europe depending on the conference site especially.     

 

Current article 5.2   

Application for new memberships is always possible. Persons wishing to join 

ACENDIO must state this by an application via ACENDIO's website. All applicants 

have to pay the current membership fee as adopted by the General Assembly and will 

be registered for a biennium. Applicants who join less than one year before the 

commencement of the next biennium shall pay 50% of the specified biennial fee. 

Organizations (legal entities)/natural persons wishing to join the Association must 

report this in writing to the Board. The General Assembly decides on all new Ordinary 

members in globo (as a unit rather than separately) and on a list of all Institutional 

members in globo. If the General Assembly does not allow an Institution to become a 

member of ACENDIO, the Board has to inform the rejected applicant in writing within 

four weeks of the decision, stating the reason. 

Proposed adaptation to article 5.2 :  

Application for new memberships is always possible. Persons wishing to join 

ACENDIO must state this by an application via ACENDIO's website. All individual 

applicants have to pay the current membership fee as adopted by the General Assembly 

and will be registered for a year biennium. Applicants who join less than one year before 

the commencement of the next biennium shall pay 50% of the specified biennial 

fee.  Institutions have to pay the current institutional membership fee as adopted by the 

General Assembly and will be registered for a biennium. Organizations (legal 

entities)/natural persons wishing to join the Association must report this in writing to 

the Board. The General Assembly decides on all new Ordinary members in globo (as a 

unit rather than separately) and on a list of all Institutional members in globo. If the 

General Assembly does not allow an Institution to become a member of ACENDIO, the 
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Board has to inform the rejected applicant in writing within four weeks of the decision, 

stating the reason. 
 

Proposed by: Claudia Leoni-Scheiber, Vice president 

Seconded by: Helen de Graaf-Waar, Treasurer  

 

12. Board elections members 

The Nominations Committee, Renate Nantschev, Niels Schram, and Laura Gligor facilitated the 

recent elections. The positions for elections included President with one candidate, Claudia Leoni-

Scheiber, Vice-President, with candidates Helen de Graaf-Waar and Luca Bertocchi, and two 

Board Member roles, with candidates Kim de Groot, Luca Bertocchi, and Daniel Schümann.  

No nominations for the Treasurer position. The role of Secretary and two Board member positions 

(elected for four years, see constitution 6.4.2) are not up for grabs due to the election in 2023.      

For the role of President, Claudia Leoni-Scheiber received a total of 84 votes. Helen de Graaf-

Waar received 62 votes for the Vice-President role, securing the position, while Luca Bertocchi 

received 18 votes. In the first round for the Board Member positions, candidates included Luca 

Bertocchi, Kim de Groot, and Daniel Schümann. Kim de Groot led with 81 votes, followed by 

Luca Bertocchi with 48 votes and Daniel Schümann with 35 votes. 

Given that no candidate achieved an absolute majority (more votes than the combined total of 

other nominees, see constitution 10.5), a second ballot was required for the Board Member 

positions. The subsequent round of voting was between the top two candidates: Kim de Groot and 

Luca Bertocchi. Kim de Groot was elected to the first board position with 66 votes. Luca 

Bertocchi received 22 votes. The candidates for the second board position were Luca Bertocchi 

and Daniel Schümann, with Luca Bertocchi securing the position with 41 votes against Daniel 

Schümann with 37. 

The votes of the institutional members were collected by the Chair of the Nominations Committee 

before the General Assembly (GA), while the individual members cast their votes during the GA 

via the ACENDIO app. The total number of votes cast by institutional members and individual 

members determined the election result. 

13. Receive information (next events) 

• Next Workshop: the board announces the next workshop in 2026 which will be held in 

Deggendorf (Germany) in March 26th 

• Next Conference: in 2027 in Ljubljana (Slovenia) from March 18 to 20. 

 

14. Consider other matters of importance to the Association, which have been made in 

writing to the Secretary and postmarked one month before the meeting 

No requests or considerations were received before the GA. 

 

15. Closing of the General Assembly 

Claudia Leoni-Scheiber thanks the participants for their commitment and officially declares 

the 2025 General Assembly closed. 
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 April 19, 2025; on behalf of the ACENDIO board written by 

 

 

 

 

 Claudia Leoni-Scheiber      and    Valentina Zeffiro  

 (Vice-President)      (Secretary) 
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