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                Board's Message - May 2026 

Dear ACENDIO members and colleagues  

We are pleased to share the latest developments and activities from ACENDIO in this newsletter. We 
look back on the 3rd workshop and provide a preview of the 16th conference in Ljubljana as well as the 
upcoming research grant. In addition, we will provide an update on ACENDIO’s current strategic de-
velopments and would like to encourage you to get involved in the upcoming General Assembly.  

 

3rd WORKSHOP DEGGENDORF (Germany) 

With two high-profile keynotes and three interactive parallel workshops, the event offered a compre-
hensive look at current developments in Standardized Nursing Languages (SNLs), interoperability, and 
digital transformation in healthcare. In their opening remarks, Dean Christian Rester and Daniel 
Schümann highlighted the challenges facing the nursing profession in Germany. Their keynote demon-
strated that, despite significant legislative reforms, the implementation of SNLs and the professionali-
zation of nursing continue to be hampered by structural barriers, low levels of academic training, and 
fragmented documentation systems. At the same time, they highlighted the importance of interna-
tional collaboration and strong nursing leadership. The second keynote, by Jerry Fortuin, presented 
the Dutch developments and experience with nursing informatics and interoperability. The focus was 
on linking SNLs with SNOMED CT to enable standardized yet practical digital documentation. A prag-
matic approach was presented that retains existing classification systems and makes them interoper-
able through mapping strategies. The potential of AI to support mapping and validation processes was 
also discussed. 

The three parallel workshops on interoperability, implementation, and education received very posi-
tive feedback from participants. They particularly appreciated the interactive formats, the close con-
nection to the keynote presentations, and the opportunity to discuss and apply theoretical concepts 
in a practical context. The workshops highlighted the relevance of interoperability and digital transfor-
mation for ACENDIO’s future work, while also demonstrating the need for more time, in-depth discus-
sion, and the sustainable integration of these topics into practice, research, and education. Particularly 
noteworthy were the student participation and the arrival of spring. Here are a few impressions:  
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ACENDIO RESEARCH GRANT 2027 

We are pleased to announce the Biennial ACENDIO Grant. ACENDIO provides pilot grant funding to 
support small international research teams 
that will conduct research to promote the 
visibility of nursing. One grant is offered 
every two years. 

• Funding is up to € 4.500 for two 
years. 

• Only one ACENDIO Grant can be 
awarded per research group   

• The team must include members 
from at least 2 different countries 

Further information 

 

Application Site opens:  8 June 
Information sessions:  22 June AND 3 September LINK  
 @ 8 a.m. – 9 a.m. (CST- Chicago, 3 p.m. Rome CET) 
Application Deadline:  20 October, 2026 @ 12 CET  
The winners will be announced at the ACENDIO Conference  
on March 19, 2027, as part of the GA. All applicants must attest to their plans to 
attend the conference General Assembly either in person or via videoconference. 

 

16th ACENDIO European Biennial Conference in Ljubljana  

The upcoming ACENDIO Conference will take place in the Slovenian capital, right in the heart of Eu-
rope. Look forward to a small capital city with a big charm – relaxed, green, and surprisingly lively. The 
city combines Mediterranean serenity with Central European flair, full of riverside cafés, pretty old-
town alleys, and a young, creative atmosphere. Would you like a little preview? 

The theme of the 2027 conference is “FROM VIS-
IBILITY TO IMPACT: Advancing Nursing Through 
Standardized Nursing Languages, Artificial Intelli-
gence, and Interoperability.” The conference 
brings together international experts from nurs-
ing science, nursing informatics, and digital 
healthcare. We are proud to have secured four 
high-profile keynote speakers: Professor Gregor 
Štiglic, expert in AI in healthcare from the Univer-
sity of Maribor. Professor Robin Austin from the 
University of Minnesota bridges nursing science, 
data science, and digital health. Her research fo-
cuses on SNLs, interoperable health data, and AI-
enabled, person-centered healthcare systems.  
 

https://acendio.net/research-network-award/
https://uiowa.zoom.us/j/92944783166?pwd=VbXiYdkhKbfo8OCKfdhdXBnzqm8vtu.1&from=addon
http://acendio.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/ACENDIO_film_Solovenia.mp4
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Joining us from Norway is our former board member Mariann Fossum, professor at the University of 
Agder. Her research focuses on innovative technologies in healthcare. And Anita Prelec, president of 
the Nurses and Midwives Association in our host country, brings extensive experience from midwifery 
and nursing practice.  She focuses on leadership, management, and strategic development. Curious? 
You can find more information here. You, too, can present your valuable insights on the use of AI, 
digital health, and big data in nursing, healthcare, and education. See the Call for Abstracts for addi-
tional topics; please note the submission deadline of October 20, 2026. The early bird registration pe-
riod begins on September 30. We look forward to meeting you in Ljubljana. 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 

The starting point for developing our 2025 future strategy was a period of self-reflection by the newly 
constituted Board – examining to what extent we are doing things right and whether we are even 
doing the right things. We conducted a comprehensive SWOT analysis as a self-assessment and in-
volved former ACENDIO executives as an advisory panel. Subsequently, we surveyed selected stake-
holders regarding ACENDIO’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats, as well as the poten-
tial connections between the individual points mentioned. During the full-day board meeting following 
the workshop, we examined the survey responses in depth for the first time. Using creative method-
ologies, we conducted a thematic analysis and applied various AI tools to the data. Our next step is to 
develop a first draft of an action plan, which we will present to you – the members. We need you to 
set the course for further steps together. It remains exciting😊😊. The photo of our board, which we 
took during the all-day meeting on the Deggendorf University of Applied Sciences campus, is attached 
below.  

We thank you for your support of ACENDIO, wish you a wonderful early summer, and look forward to 
your submissions for both the conference and the grant.  

Sincerely 

ACENDIO Board members 

Claudia Leoni-Scheiber, Helen de Graaf-Waar, Valentina Zeffiro, Maja Klančnik Gruden, Karen Dunn Lopez, 
Kim de Groot, Luca Bertocchi, and Daniel Schümann 

 

 

 

https://acendio.net/acendio/acendio-conference-2027-2/
https://acendio.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Call-for-abstracts-ACENDIO-Ljubljana-2027.pdf

